The first case in which I employed the ether vapour occurred on the 19th of January. The pelvis of the mother was greatly contracted in its conjugate diameter from the projection forwards and downwards of the promontory of the sacrum; the lumbar portion of the spine was distorted, and she walked very lamely. The present was her second confinement. Her first labour had been long and difficult; she began to suffer on a Monday, and, after a protracted trial of the long forceps, was at last delivered by craniotomy late on the subsequent Thursday night. Even after the cranium had been fully broken down, a considerable time and much traction had been required to drag the diminished and mutilated head of the infant through the contracted brim of the pelvis, and she was long in recovering. Contrary to the urgent advice of her medical attendant, Mr 
